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of the Duma. All the members of the Council took the
same view with the solitary exception of A. D. Obolensky,
who lost his bearings completely at this time and rushed
distractedly from extreme liberalism to extreme conserva-
tism. It was his opinion that the Duma should devise the
fundamental laws. However, I, as well as all the rest of
the members, had already ceased to take him seriously. My
ideas were not fully revealed to the Council, and its mem-
bers did not see as far ahead as I. The general view of the
Council on this point is indicated by the following entry in
the Council's journal, wherein the revised draft of the pro-
posed laws was recorded:
It is most unwise to postpone the promulgation of the basic stat-
utes, in order to formulate them with the Duma's assistance, since
this would mean that instead of beginning the constructive work of
organization immediately, the newly elected representatives of the
people would be drawn into dangerous and futile controversies about
the extent of their rights and the nature of their relation to the
Supreme Power.
On beginning the examination of the project presented to
us by Count Solski, I inquired of Count Lamsdorff, Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs, and of Birilev and Rediger, Minis-
ters of the Navy and War, respectively, whether they had
any objections to those sections which related to the depart-
ments under their control. I was greatly astonished when
they answered that they had no objections of any conse-
quence to make. Thereupon I informed them that on my
part I was unalterably opposed to the clauses relating to
the conduct of foreign aSairs and the control of the em-
pire's military forces. I explained that in my estimation
the direction of our foreign policy and the leadership of
the army and navy belonged to the head of the Government,
i.e., the Emperor, and that the Duma should deliberate
upon these matters only from a financial standpoint, i.e., in
connection with the budget. Influenced by my statements,